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Speech ball serves up
first amendment lesson
By CHEYENNE DEBOLT

THE PARTHENON
Members of Marshall University’s chapter of Turning Point USA
provided an outlet for students to share their thoughts Wednesday.
Students involved with the organization had a large beach ball
in Buskirk field and were asking students to express their opinions by writing on the ball. Around 100 students participated.
Turning Point USA is a nonpartisan political organization that
informs students about politics, so they can make their own political decisions. Over 1,000 colleges have chapters of Turning Point
USA. Marshall’s chapter was started this year by freshmen Spencer
White.
White, along with the members in this chapter, noticed students
were being censored after events that happened earlier in the
week.
“We have a basic right to freedom of speech to say or write what
we want when we want,” White said.
White said he thinks students should be able to express their
opinion as they wish. Chapter member Tory Lanman was at the
event to get people to participate.
“With everything that is going on on our campus, we feel like
everyone should be able to say what they want without being censored at all,” Lanman said. “So we did the Freedom of Speech Ball.”
Students were encouraged to write what they wanted on the
ball and were not asked to filter their thoughts or opinions. Some
students wrote about politics, while others wrote religious and inspirational quotes. Some people simply wrote their names.
White said a lot of students used this opportunity to vent about

the current political race.
“Trump has been the one who has received the
hate,” White said. “There hasn’t been one candidate receiving an overwhelming amount of the
support.”
Eastern region director for Turning
Point USA Helen Heath attended the
event and said she was pleased with
the turn out. Heath said she was proud
of students in the chapter for organizing the event.
“It’s the student’s future; it’s up to
the young people,” Heath said. “Whatever future they want to have, it’s
theirs to take.”
Heath and students involved with
Turning Point USA agree its important
for students to understand what the issues are and how they can be involved
and make a difference. Heath said students
have expressed to her never party represents
their views.
“I think the previous generation of electives
have sold our future out from underneath of us,”
Heath said. “I’m upset about it and that’s why I got involved with Turning Point USA.”
Cheyenne DeBolt can be contacted at debolt2@marshall.edu.

Muslim Student Association
member and Marshall graduate
student Waleed Asif donns a
“USA” hat as he dyes a shirt in
the colorsof the American flag
Wednesday on Buskirk Field in
celebration of “Hijab day” for
Islam Awareness Week.

TYING INTO THE
TRUTH ABOUT ISLAM
By REBECCA TURNBULL

THE PARTHENON
Marshall graduate student Suzann Al-Qawasmi and
her sister were shopping in
a Huntington grocery store
when a nearby man turned
towards them.
“Excuse me,” the man said.
“Are you guys Muslim?”
“Yes,”
Al-Qawasmi

nervously replied.
The terrorist attacks had
occurred in Paris just days before, leaving Al-Qawasmi and
her sister to tread carefully
while donning their hijabs in
public. To Al-Qawasmi, she
and her sister had become
trapped in a potentially dangerous situation with the
man’s sudden encounter. They

INKED

could do nothing but wait; it
was a ticking bomb.
“I got really scared,” AlQawasmi said. “We were
expecting backlash.”
However, Al-Qawasmi and
her sister were taken aback
by the man’s reply.
“I want you guys to know
that I am so proud to share
this country with you,” the
man said, diminishing the
girls’ fears. “You guys are just
as American as I am.”
As president of the Muslim
Student Association at Marshall University, Al-Qawasmi
and other MSA members encouraged Marshall students
to try on hijabs Wednesday
to help educate others on the
true purpose of the hijab and
make kinder, more understanding encounters possible

T U E S DAY + F R I DAY

like the one she and her sister
experienced at the grocery
store.
The hijab headscarves were
provided at the Memorial Student Center plaza by the MSA
as part of its “Hijab Day” event
for the ongoing Islam Awareness Week.
Al-Qawasmi said it is important for people to understand
wearing a hijab is a personal
choice to convey modesty and
faith, not a form of oppression.
In the few cases where
women are forced to wear hijabs, Al-Qawasmi said this is
not the rightful use of the hijab and the majority of Islam
followers do not endorse such
ideas.
Al-Qawasmi also said students should participate in
events like “Hijab Day” and
other Islam Awareness Week
events to not only better understand Islamic culture,
but also to become better
informed citizens for their
participation in upcoming
presidential elections in the
United States.
“You hear all of this negative rhetoric and completely
untrue things that a lot of the
candidates are saying and the

LINKED
E V E RY DAY

Students
write their
thoughts about
free speech on a
giant beach ball Wednesday
at Buskirk Field.
supporters of the candidates
too,” Al-Qawasmi said. “Having this event this week shows
people that we’re not the people that the media portrays us
as.”
MSA member and junior
biochemistry major Ibrahim Mohammed said people
should strive to get out of
their comfort zones and understand the commonalities
between themselves and
those of different cultures and
religions.
“Regardless of us being
different, there are a lot of
similarities that we share,”
Mohammed said. “It’s very
good for people to be exposed
to legitimate Muslims instead
of what they see on TV and
portrayed in the media, because we’re pretty much just
like everybody else. A lot of
us grew up here, spend a lot
of our lives here and we’re
just like all the other students
here.”
Freshman athletic training
major Caroline Donnell tried
on a hijab for the first time
at “Hijab Day” and said the
experience opened her eyes
to how much she has in common with Muslims beyond the

clothes they choose to wear.
“They are real people.
That’s the best way to put
it,” Donnell said. “It’s nice to
be able to get to understand
them more than just what we
see in the news, because the
news isn’t really positive.”
Donnell and others also
participated in the tie-dying
party that followed “Hijab
Day,” where students were
able to tie-dye their own
shirts and scarves with members of MSA.
Al-Qawasmi said working with other students to
tie-dye garments gave them
the opportunity to put their
understandings into practice
and share a fun, colorful moment with Muslim students
who are just like them.
The next event for Islam
Awareness Week is “Politics and Popsicles” 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Thursday in the
Memorial Student Center
lobby. Students may attend
the event to discuss Islamophobia and the current
election while enjoying provided popsicles.
Rebecca Turnbull can be
contacted at turnbull4@
marshall.edu.

@MUParthenon
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Cultures collide for World Fusion Day

More than 15 cultural groups present items native to their society on the
Student Katelyn McGuffin tries on a Hijab at the Muslim Student Association’s table Wednesday.
Memorial Student Center Plaza Wednesday.
By SON NGUYEN

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University’s Office
of Intercultural Affairs ended
its first World Fusion Week
Wednesday with a multi-cultural themed event, “World
Fusion Day” at the Memorial
Student Center plaza from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m.
According to a press release
from the Office of Intercultural
Affair, over 15 “cultural and
subcultural groups” participated in this event, such as the
Chinese Student Organization,
International Student Organization, Lambda Society and the
Kendo Club. Music from several
countries was also broadcasted

SON NGUYEN | THE PARTHENON

“So I think for our mission on campus of helping
create globally minded students, this is great step
in that direction...” -- Shaleena Ross
from the WMUL table.
Marshall student and Lambda
Society member Samantha
Lengyel said it was interesting
to see the other cultures that
came out to the event.
“We haven’t been really able

to get a whole lot of events
done this semester, so this is a
good opportunity for us to get
out there,” Lengyel said.
Each organization’s table
presented information, photos
and items pertaining to their

culture. Several culture themed
activities were also offered by
the organizations at the event,
such as Henna tattoos, learning
how to wear a Hijab and food
samples.
Office of Intercultural Affairs’

graduate assistant Shaleena
Ross said she thinks the event
was a success.
“I think that just getting so
many groups on the plaza and
you can see on the faces of the
people that are walking by,

there is an interest in what is
going on, who is involved,” Ross
said. “So I think for our mission
on campus of helping create
globally minded students, this
is great step in that direction,
because it just get the visibility on campus, which is very
important to all these organizations and all the different type
of student on campus.”
Professor Terry Shank, one of
the event’s participants, said he
fully supports the event.
“I love the diversity of what’s
being addressed here,” Shank
said. “It’s all great.”
Son Nguyen can be contact
as
nguyen136@marshall.
edu.

Conference aims to improve Blakenship sentenced to one year in
prison; one year of supervised release
College of Business
By EMILY WOOD

By CHEYENNE DEBOLT

THE PARTHENON
The Lewis College of Business will have its inaugural
Annual Stakeholder Engagement Conference Friday, April
15.
Director of Stakeholder Engagement for the LCOB Glen
Midkiff said faculty, staff,
students, members of the advisory board, administrators
and community members are
invited to offer suggestions.
“I think this first meeting
is really to bring together all
these different people to get
information to help guide us
to develop a plan for future improvements,” Midkiff said.
The idea behind having representatives is to have unique
inputs. Alumni provide information on how the LCOB
performed in the past, while
current students provide insight into current performance.
Community and business leaders provide the expectations of
performance in the workforce,
while external academics provides insight to how they are
approaching similar issues
within their school.
Planning committee faculty representative the Nancy
Lankton said it’s important to
have everyone together to develop common goals for the
future of the college.

The conference is invitation only to assure there is an
appropriate mixture of individuals from each group.
Lankton said the agenda is
tentative, but there are two
things they are hoping to
cover, one of those things being a dashboard for the COB.
“We’re for sure going to be
looking at our dashboard,”
Lankton said. “A dashboard
is a set of measures and targets that you want to achieve
and companies have been using them for quite a while and
universities are just starting to
use them. It’s a way to get hard
numbers to understand how
you are performing.”
The organizers hope the
stakeholders offer information
on the college’s strengths and
weaknesses.
“We put together an analysis
as part of our strategic planning processes, and we’ve
come up with our strengths
and weaknesses, but we’d kind
of like to share that with them
and then see if there’s additional things in that aspect we
haven’t looked at yet,” Lankton
said.
The LCOB will generate a
report on the outcomes of the
conference for the participants.
Cheyenne DeBolt can be
contacted at debolt2@marshall.edu.

THE PARTHENON
Don Blankenship was sentenced to one
year in prison along with one year with
supervised release and a $250,000 fine
Wednesday.
United States district judge Irene Berger
gave the maximum sentence to Blankenship for the charge he was convicted of in
December.
Blankenship was guilty of breaking mine
safety regulations at the Upper Big Branch
mine where an explosion occurred six
years ago and killed 29 miners.
Tuesday marked the anniversary of the
devastating mine disaster.
The former Massey Energy CEO was denied his request to remain free on bond
while he appeals his charge.
Blankenship has continued to deny
all allegations of violating mine safety
regulations.
The courtroom was filled with victims’
family members, some of whom planned to
give statements.
Family members were told their statements weren’t relevant to the charge
Blankenship was convicted of.
Statement from U.S. Senator Joe Manchin:
“This awful tragedy and this case have
caused us to set precedence in West Virginia. In our state, we will not allow the
prioritization of production and profits
over the safety of our workers. No sentence is severe enough and no amount of
time in jail time will heal the hearts of the
families who have been forever devastated
and I pray that this sentence brings them
some closure. I will always stand behind
them. Yesterday, on the sixth anniversary
of the Upper Big Branch Mine disaster, we
remembered the 29 brave miners we lost
on that tragic day. We can never bring them
back, but I join all West Virginians in praying this conclusion brings some peace to
the families of the miners.”
Statement from U.S. Senator Shelley
Moore Capito:
“Coal mining is a proud West Virginia

F. BRIAN FERGUSON | CHARLESTON GAZETTE-MAIL VIA AP

Former Massey CEO Don Blankenship is escorted by Homeland Security officers from the Robert
C. Byrd U.S. Courthouse in Charleston, W.Va., on Wednesday, April 6, 2016. Blankenship was
sentenced to a year in jail and a $250,000 fine for his role in the Upper Big Branch Mine
explosion.
tradition, but it is not without risks. The
safety of our coal miners must always be
paramount. I respect Judge Berger’s decision and agree that those who break mine
safety laws should be punished to the full
extent of the law. While the conclusion
of this trial will not ease the pain felt by
families who lost loved ones at Upper Big
Branch six years ago, I remain hopeful that
today’s sentencing can help bring some
closure.”
Statement from former U.S. Attorney
Booth Goodwin:
“While his crimes against the citizens
of West Virginia deserve a more severe

page designed and edited by MIKAELA KEENER| keener31@marshall.edu

punishment, I am pleased that the judge
sentenced Don Blankenship to the maximum one year in prison. My thoughts today
turn to the families who lost their loved
ones. While nothing can bring them back,
I hope the families received a measure of
justice as a result of the investigation. The
investigation most certainly made mines
and workplaces safer. This maximum sentence sends a clear, powerful message that
a corrupt corporate executive cannot gamble with workers’ lives and get away with
it.”
Emily Wood can be contacted at
wood186@marshall.edu.
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Softball’s Dixon on the path to a
legendary career at Marshall

Jordan Dixon
career stats
Games- 133
Starts- 106
Wins- 69

Shutouts- 12
Complete

games- 68

Innings- 692.1

Strikeouts- 727

Marshall University junior pitcher Jordan Dixon throws a pitch in a game last season. Dixon’s 33 wins last season tied the program single-season program
record leading to her being All-Conference USA Second Team.
By CHRISTIAN HISMAN

THE PARTHENON
Despite being in just her third season as a member
of the Marshall University softball program, pitcher
Jordan Dixon has already accumulated a large number of accomplishments in her tenure.
Members of the team said they have enjoyed having Dixon to lean on while the team is in the field.
Raquel Escareno, senior outfielder, said “It is very
relaxing to have Jordan on the mound because we
know she works hard to get those strikeouts and
groundballs for really easy outs on defense,” senior
outfielder Raquel Escareno, said.
Escareno said Dixon is a player who fires up the
team down the stretch of games when they need motivation the most.
“She brings that fire that we need when it is crunch
time, and she brings a lot of competitiveness and fuels the fire for our team,” Escareno said.

Since joining the program, Dixon has been a workhorse for the Herd, pitching in 103 games, including
82 starts in her first two years with the program.
Through 35 games this season, Dixon has 24 starts
and appeared in 30 games.
“She shows that she can be a workhorse for the
team,” Escareno said. “She loves what she does and
she works hard.”
Dixon has encountered a lot of success in her seasons so far at Marshall. As a freshman Dixon was
named to the Conference USA All-Freshman team
and the conference’s all-tournament team. As a
sophomore last season, Dixon earned All-Conference USA Second Team and was named to the NFCA
All-Region Third Team.
Dixon is also closing in on becoming the all time
strikeout leader at Marshall despite having another
season of eligibility remaining after this season.
Dixon currently all time in strikeouts and will look

PARTHENON FILE PHOTO

to break that record in the near future.
“It is definitely exciting because I’m up there with
some of the top pitchers in Marshall’s history,” Dixon
said. “And I look forward to breaking even more
records.”
Dixon said she is still trying to improve even after
all her success last year when she tied the program
record for wins in a season with 33 and posted the
second most strikeouts in a single season in Marshall history with 308.
“I have been developing new pitches and working
with pitching coach (Chanda) Bell a lot in the offseason,” Dixon said.
Dixon will look to continue to build on her career
accolades 1 p.m. Saturday when Marshall takes on
the University of North Carolina at Charlotte at Dot
Hicks Field.
Christian Hisman can be contacted at hisman@marshall.edu.

Marshall
softball
upcoming
schedule

4/9 vs. Charlotte (1 p.m.)
vs. Charlotte (3 pm.)

4/10 vs. Charlotte (12
p.m.)

4/12 @ Liberty (4 p.m.)
@ Liberty (6 p.m.)

4/16 @ FAU (4 p.m.)
@ FAU (6 p.m.)

4/17 @ FAU (1 p.m.)

4/23 vs. MTSU (1 p.m.)
vs. MTSU (3 p.m.)

4/24 vs. MTSU (12 p.m.)

McManus envisions breakout season in 2016
By DANIELLE WRIGHT

McManus said with senior
THE PARTHENON
wide receivers DeAndre Reeves
Marshall University redand DeVonte Allen graduating,
shirt sophomore wide receiver
he is next in line to lead the
Deon-Tay McManus is expected
team, a task he said he is up for.
to be one of the team’s MarMcManus is accustomed
shall’s top receiving options
to high expectations as comnext season as he is looking to
mentators have compared the
rebound from a subpar 2015
Marshall talent to NFL wide reseason.
ceiver Anquan Boldin.
McManus totaled 36 recep“It feels good just too know
tions for 334 yards and one
that people see something
touchdown this season in what
great in me, and see that I have
was a disappointing year after
potential,” McManus said. “I use
the superb impression he made
it as motivation to push and
with Marshall fans his freshdrive myself.”
man year when he recorded
While McManus has gar26 receptions for 422 yards
nered attention on the field he
and six touchdowns, includhas also gotten Marshall fans
ing the game-winning score
involved off of it with his many
in Marshall Conference USA
hashtags on his social media
Championship victory.
accounts such as #NoPressure
With spring football havand #DontBlink”.
ing just begun for the Herd,
His most recent hashtag that
the 6-foot-1, 226-pound talent
invites his fans to support him
said he is motivated and ready
is “#theyear4.
to challenge his game heading
“#Theyear4 means this is the
into his junior season.
breakout year,” McManus said.
McManus said after the
“The year I’ve been waiting on
rough season he had last year,
since I’ve gotten to Marshall,
he doesn’t have anything to
the year I give Marshall a show
prove to anybody but himself.
they will never forget.”
“Nobody puts more pressure
McManus and the Herd will
SHANNON STOWERS|THE PARTHENON
on me than myself,” McManus Wide receiver Deon-Tay McManus attempts to catch a pass against Old Dominion University during the 2015 season.
continue spring practice with
said. “Everything is in God’s
the team’s first scrimmage
plan, so how last year played out, it was just how developing a rapport with his quarterback is vi- same page going into camp,” McManus said.
scheduled for April 16 and its annual Green and
it was supposed to.”
tal to recapture his playmaking form.
The Baltimore, Maryland native said he be- White spring game scheduled for April 30.
McManus said although improvement starts
“I just want to become better and also build lieves this spring season is the perfect time to
Danielle Wright can be contacted at
with the work he puts in on his own, he realizes chemistry with Chase Litton so we can be on the step up and lead his team in the right direction.
Wright317@marshall.edu.
page designed and edited by BRADLEY HELTZEL| heltzel1@marshall.edu
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Blankenship receives sentence that
doesn’t add up to his crimes
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THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.

BE HERD: GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the
editor at 300 words or fewer.
They must be saved in Microsoft Word and sent as
an attachment. Longer letters may be used as guest
columns at the editor’s discretion. Guest column status will
not be given at the author’s
request. All letters must be
signed and include an address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.
marshallparthenon.com, can
be printed at the discretion of
the editors.
The opinions expressed
in the columns and letters
do not necessarily represent the views of The
Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@marshall.edu. Please
keep in mind, letters are
printed based on timeliness,
newsworthiness and space.

WHERE WILL YOU BE
WHEN SOMETHING
HAPPENS ON CAMPUS?
PROBABLY ON TWITTER.

F. BRIAN FERGUSON | CHARLESTON GAZETTE-MAIL VIA AP

Clay Mullins, left, who lost his brother Rex Mullins in the Upper Big Branch explosion, reads the statement he was not allowed to read during
the sentencing of former Massey CEO Don Blankenship as Gary Quarles, right, who lost his son, takes in the emotion of the day Wednesday in
Charleston.
Six years and one day after 29 miners lost their lives in the Upper
Big Branch mine explosion, former Massey CEO Don Blankenship left
the courthouse with the maximum sentence of one year in prison,
one year of supervised release and the maximum $250,000 fine.
Family members of the miners see this as a measly comparison
to the years of life their loved ones lost due to negligent mine safety
practices.
Following the explosion, investigators found Massey Energy at fault
for failing to maintain the ventilation system in the mine, which led to
an accumulation of methane.
Blankenship was originally on trial for three felony charges that,
if he had been sentenced for them, could have resulted in a 30-year
prison sentence. However, Blankenship’s felonies were exonerated,
leading to the official charge of a single misdemeanor for which he
was given maximum charges.
A misdemeanor charge for millions of dollars in property and
equipment damage and the loss of 29 lives due to dishonesty and

negligence does not add up.
What’s worse is Blankenship plans to appeal, meaning he will likely
not serve one day behind bars.
This whole incident is the result of corporate greed. The coal mining industry is the only thing keeping many parts of the state afloat,
but not without cutting corners wherever companies can to save
money and put more into the pockets of its owners and CEOs.
Normally, this kind of behavior is common practice in West Virginia as the state is exploited for its resources time and time again by
outside companies that come into the state promising to bring desperately-needed jobs and income, but leaving the land and economy
in worse shape than before.
However, Blankenship is one of our own.
“You should be someone that we are able to tout as a West Virginia
success story. Instead of being able to tout you, we are here,” Judge
Irene Berger said to Blankenship during court proceedings as he was
making statements attempting to apologize to the miners’ families.

STATE EDITORIAL

The Exponent Telegram on the energy industry
For years, we've heard that the United
States needs to become energy independent. And now, with the strength of the
Marcellus and Utica natural gas formations,
the country is closer than ever to reaching
that goal.
Historians and policymakers have said
for decades that the U.S. — and the world
— would be safer if we didn't have to deal
with Middle East oil reserves.
The development of natural gas, along
with its sister product, oil, and other energy sources including coal could put the
U.S. in a position where it controls the energy marketplace.
But that only happens if our own leaders
get out of the way and allow it to happen.
The Obama administration's flawed logic
of marginalizing coal before other power
sources are developed has dampened the
economy, especially in West Virginia and
other coal-producing states.
Don't get us wrong. We believe that
the United States should take a lead position in the development of cleaner energy
sources. But the key word there is development. Right now, we can't afford to shut
down coal.
And let's face it: Already the talk has

turned to restrictions on natural gas because some environmentalists believe it's
not as clean as other potential sources.
Here's the reality: Natural resources
such as coal, oil and natural gas have been
engines that have driven the world since
the advent of power-driven engines and
electric heating.
Don't believe it? Just look at the war aims
of aggressors Germany and Japan in World
War II.
Germany, roughly the size of Montana,
needed more natural resources to continue to fuel the rapid growth it saw in the
1930s. So it began gobbling up countries
and eventually turned on the one place that
could guarantee it such resources almost in
perpetuity: The Soviet Union.
Japan, not quite as big as California, was
almost totally devoid of energy resources,
and thus expanded throughout Southeast
Asia and the Pacific to capture such resources as oil and rubber.
So here we are in the 21st century, and
the United States is playing by one set of
rules regarding the energy industry, and
the rest of the world has another set.
The next president of the United States
really has only two choices.

One is to put Obama's energy initiatives
behind and get back to a level playing field
in energy production and exploration with
the countries that don't appear to give a
whit about the planet's atmosphere. Or,
two, use the bully pulpit of the White House
to get those countries to change too.
Alone, the United States and a few other
countries with a conscience won't be
enough to make a meaningful difference
in damage to the atmosphere (again, if you
believe the science).
Especially not if some of the world's
most populous areas aren't cooperating.
We believe that the next president must
bring us back to reality in terms of energy
policy, using available resources like coal
and natural gas to continue to churn the
nation's economy.
And while the nation powers back to being the world's industrial leader, we should
put our best scientists to work finding
ways to use all natural resources in cleaner,
more efficient manners.
One thing's certain: The United States
and West Virginia can't thrive without coal
and natural gas.
Here's hoping the next president and
Congress understand that.

Get your voice Herd

@MUParthenon

Want the chance to give your fellow students valuable advice? Is there any topic you love to talk about, but you know
your friends’ eyes glaze over when you talk about it? Whether it’s music, politics or Marshall University, The Parthenon is
looking for regular
columnists for its opinions page.
Columns should be between 300-500 words, well-written and researched. Columns will be edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space or factual errors.
This is your chance to let your voice be heard.
For more information, contact managing editor Kaitlyn Clay at clay122@marshall.edu.

For the latest in campus news
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Jazz Combo showcases unique ensemble

PHOTOS BY RYAN FISCHER | THE PARTHENON

ABOVE: During "Mystery Time," all members of the Jazz combo were given new sheet music and 45 seconds to compose themselves before
delivering an almost impromptu performance Wednesday.
RIGHT: Vocalist KeAnna Georges sings "Stormy Weather" during Jazz Combo I.
By LEAH COOK

THE PARTHENON
Jazz Combo I filled the Jomie
Jazz forum in more ways than
one Wednesday night with its
“Up Close and Personal” concert directed by Dr. Martin
Saunders.
The combo’s large sound and
18-member ensemble had the
room bursting at the seams.
“Due to a small scheduling

snafu we had to move over here
instead of our normal location
in Smith Music Hall,” Saunders
said. “So, in order to make this
work we have got a slightly different set up than we normally
do.”
The concert began with this
disclaimer and following statements contending the show
would be full of out of the ordinary circumstances.

“This will be an adventure in
sound and the fusion of sound
this evening with an 18-member big band in this smaller
space,” Saunders said. “At any
rate, we are going to have fun
and we hope everyone enjoys
it.”
The set opened with a few
modern pieces, closed with a
modern jazz three movements
arrangement, but had a twist in

COURTESTY PHOTO

THE PARTHENON
With the sun and showers of
the spring semester comes the
anxiety and stress of finals, but
perhaps none are more harrowing than seniors’ capstone
projects.
For six graduating art
students, their capstone “Remains” is a labor of love that
far outweighs the pressure.
Courtney Childers, Jessica
Harris, Nathan Fouchs, Jared
Holley, Ashley Taylor and
Tanya Abbett’s collective show
will showcase their artistic
offerings April 18-21 at Marshall’s Visual Arts Center.

Actress Helen Mirren to present
"Jewish Nobel" in Jerusalem
JOSEF FEDERMAN

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Oscar-winning actress Helen
Mirren has agreed to host the
award ceremony of Israel's Genesis Prize in Jerusalem.
Organizers of the award,
known as "the Jewish Nobel,"
announced the selection of
Mirren on Wednesday. The $1
million prize is being awarded to
Israeli-American violinist Itzhak
Perlman for his accomplishments as a musician, teacher
and advocate for the disabled.
"Dame Mirren has been an
outspoken supporter of Israel,
and we look forward to the elegance and grace she will bring
to the ceremony," said Stan Polovets, co-founder and chairman
of the Genesis Prize Foundation.
In a statement, Mirren said
she was "honored and humbled"

to host the ceremony. "My connection to Israel and the Jewish
people has truly been a part of
making me what I am today, and
I am very excited to be returning
to this great country," she said.
Mirren is one of the few actors
to have won the so-called Triple
Crown of acting — collecting
an Oscar, Tony and four Emmy
awards over the years. She received her Academy Award for
the 2006 film "The Queen."
The foundation said Mirren,
who is not Jewish, has visited
Israel several times, including
a stint as a volunteer on a kibbutz, or collective farm, in 1967.
She also has been a vocal critic
of pro-Palestinian activists who
have called for a cultural boycott
of Israel.
She played the role of a former
Mossad agent in "The Debt," and

“They didn’t do half bad.”
Students in the studio group
agreed this impromptu public
sight reading was out of the ordinary but exciting.
“It’s not a normal thing that
you see in every concert, so
that’s cool,” bassist Lars Swanson said.
Jazz I also includes saxophonists Jarohn Grandstaff,
John Seals, Bobby Galloway,

Jonathan Goff, Adam O’Neal
and Beau Clayton, trombonists
Joshua DeHaven, Joshua McCallister, Evan Kuhn and Bradley
Brown, trumpeters Josie Fisher,
Gabe Muncy, Justin Bahawi
and Andrea Withee, pianist
Tim Smith, percussionist Keith
Burgess and vocalist KeAnna
Georges.
Leah Cook can be contacted
at cook281@marshall.edu.

“Remains is our biggest
grade of the semester,” said
Childers, a ceramics major. “In
this class, we had to do an artist statement, a reflection on
ourselves as artists and our
time at Marshall, photo document all of our pieces and we
get graded on our talk and
display at the gallery. Tanya
Abbett thought of the name,
‘Remains.’ A lot of our concepts
are about memories, or the
remains of things that follow
a particular person. It lends
itself to being disturbing, but
really touching.”
While Childers, Fouchs and
Harris work with ceramics,

Abbett is a photographer and
Taylor works with graphic design. “Remains” is shaping up
to be a diverse representation
of the young artists’ lives thus
far. Patrons should expect a
range of four to 10 pieces of
art by each student and are encouraged to view the show as
openly as possible.
“People need to come in
with an open mind,” Childers
said. “There are some pieces
that may be unnerving, or that
will provide a little bit of discomfort, but there are also a lot
of pieces that are really positive and reflect being a creative
in the Huntington area.”

Each artist represented in
the show will make use of unusual materials, ranging from
hair, glass, fire and blood.
“I’m using a lot of unconventional surface; I’m doing
flocking, and I’ve developed my
own glazes that drip,” Childers
said. “I made a clay body that
folds in on itself. Jared is using
hair from his mother for super
personal pieces and they’re
going to be great. Nathan is
also doing a performance
piece and he is using oil drums
as his pedestal.”
Lukas Hagley can be
contacted at hagley19@
marshall.edu.

Remains: student capstones
reflect on individuality

By LUKAS HAGLEY

Ceramicist Courtney Childers' glaze conconction drips onto clay.

the middle.
Jazz I members were given a
song they had never seen before to play during its concert.
“Whether you can call it
threats or promise, I have told
these guys that at one of our future concerts we were actually
going to hand out a piece at the
concert for them to read and
perform. They have 45 seconds
to look over it,” Saunders said.

in "Woman in Gold" she played
an elderly Jewish refugee who
fought the Austrian government
for a decade to reclaim an iconic
Gustav Klimpt painting stolen
from her family by the Nazis.
Perlman is the third recipient
of the Genesis Prize, which is to
be presented by Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu on June
23. Perlman intends to use his
prize money for projects to assist individuals with disabilities
and to develop young musicians
of special talent, prize organizers said.
Actor Michael Douglas was
last year's winner, and Michael
Bloomberg, the billionaire businessman and former New York
City mayor, won the inaugural
prize. Former late-night talk
show host Jay Leno hosted the
first two award ceremonies.

US Marine Corps dog named Lucca who saved lives wins prize
FRANK AUGSTEIN| ASSOCIATED PRESS

Gunnery sergeant Christopher
Willingham,
of
Tuscaloosa,
Alabama, USA, poses with US
Marine dog Lucca, after receiving
the PDSA Dickin Medal, awarded
for animal bravery, equivalent of
the Victoria Cross, at Wellington
Barracks in London Tuesday.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
A U.S. Marine Corps dog
that sniffed out explosives and
protected thousands of troops
has been honored with a prize
for animals serving bravely in
military conflict.
Lucca, a 12-year-old German Shepherd, won the Dickin
Medal, the animal equivalent
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of the Victoria Cross, a decoration for bravery. She is the
first U.S. Marine Corps dog to
receive the honor.
Lucca is credited with saving thousands of allied troops
and never had a human casualty on one of her patrols. On
her final patrol in Afghanistan,
she discovered a 30-pound

(13.6-kilogram) improvised
explosive device and was
searching for more when a second device detonated. Lucca
lost her left leg, but survived.
Her owner, Gunnery Sergeant Christopher Willingham
of Tuscaloosa, Alabama, was
by her side Tuesday in London
as she received the medal.

